4.18. Chapter 18: Statistics

As regards statistical infrastructure, Monstat adopted internal rules on matters such as quality management, financial management and control, statistics dissemination strategy and methods of keeping records on individual users of statistical data. Statistical confidentiality was strengthened with the adoption of regulations on keeping statistical data. Financial and human resources and office space continue to be a critical issue.

In the area of classifications and registers, in January 2013, Monstat adopted a rulebook on statistical registers (business, agricultural, and spatial). At the end of 2012, the existing metadata were further improved and the business register was made compliant with the EU common framework for business registers. Implementation of NACE Rev.2 classification was expanded into more statistical areas.

In the area of sectoral statistics, concerning national accounts, Monstat published in December 2012 the annual GDP for 2010 and 2011. As regards agriculture, Monstat produced the first version of the Statistical Farm Register and in October 2012 issued the national methodological report on the farm structure survey 2010. In February 2013, Monstat published research and development statistics. In the framework of structural business statistics, Monstat published the number and structure of business enterprises in Montenegro for 2011. Monstat completed the calculation of PRODCOM statistics for 2011. Alignment with the acquis has advanced in the areas of environment, energy price, labour market, income and living conditions statistics. Particular efforts are needed to send all statistical data to Eurostat.

Conclusion

Good progress was made in the area of statistics. The main issue of concern remains Monstat’s inadequate human and financial resources. Montenegro has to ensure further investment in a number of statistical areas and full harmonisation with the EU’s statistical standards and methodologies. Overall, preparations in the area of statistics are moderately advanced.
