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Criteria for defining 
 

OFFICIAL STATISTICS AND OTHER OFFICIAL STATISTICS PRODUCERS   

 

This act establishes definition and criteria  of  official 

statistics, as well as criteria for definition of official 

statistics producer, with the aim to determine which 

competent body produces 'official statistics' and fulfils 

the conditions to be defined as other official statistics 

producer.  

Definition of 'official statistics' 

Official statistics represent numerical and 

representative data and information on economic, 

demographic, and social phenomena as well as 

phenomena in domain of agriculture, labour, and  

environment,  in line with regulations governing 

organization and affairs of official statistical system, as 

well as international statistical standards. 

Legal framework of European statistics for defining 

criteria: 

 

o Article 338, the Treaty on the functioning of the 

European Union; 

 

o Article 17 of the Regulation (EU) 2015/759 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 

2015 amending Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on 

European statistics; 

 

o The European Statistics Code of Practice; 

 

o Guidance note concerning Other National 

Authorities (ONAs) for identification criteria and 

monitoring their compliance with CoP/UN FPOS. 

 

Legal framework of Montenegro official statistics 

for defining criteria: 

o The Law on Official Statistics and Official Statistical 

System; 

o Official statistics principles; 

o Programme of Official Statistics; 

o Official Statistics Plan;  

o Commitment of Confidence; 

o Quality Declaration of Montenegro Statistical 

System;  

o Quality Policy of Montenegro Statistical System; 

o Dissemination Policy.  

 

 

 
 

Criteria for defining 'official statistics' 

 

(i) Activities of official statistics are governed by the 

Law on Official Statistics and Official Statistical 

System, Programme, and Plan of Official Statistics; 

 

(ii) Official statistics principles defined by the Law on 

Official Statistics and Official Statistical System are 

respected and used in the production of official 

statistical data. 

Criteria for defining  

'other official statistics producers' 

 

(i) Institution performs public authorities pursuant to 

the Law on State Administration and Decree on 

Organization and Manner of Work of State 

Administration, together with respecting criteria of 

official statistics. 

(ii) Activities on the production of official statistical data 

are governed by an appropriate main act (e.g. 

legislative act or secondary legislation, 

constitutive legal act, statute, statement, etc.) aimed 

at defining responsibility and competence for the 

production of specific or recognizable part of official 

statistics; 

(iii) Organizational unit, with staff member(s), is 

clearly defined for the production of official 

statistical data.  

Official statistics producers are responsible for 

development, production, and dissemination of official 

statistics. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R0759&qid=1680176856715
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R0759&qid=1680176856715
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R0759&qid=1680176856715
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R0759&qid=1680176856715
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/4031688/8971242/KS-02-18-142-EN-N.pdf/e7f85f07-91db-4312-8118-f729c75878c7?t=1528447068000
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://www.monstat.org/eng/page.php?id=4&pageid=1
https://www.monstat.org/eng/page.php?id=4&pageid=1
https://www.monstat.org/eng/page.php?id=5&pageid=5
https://www.monstat.org/eng/page.php?id=8&pageid=8
https://www.monstat.org/eng/page.php?id=9&pageid=9
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/o%20nama/2018/Commitment%20on%20confidence.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/2020/Quality%20Declaration%20-%20ENG.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/2020/Quality%20Declaration%20-%20ENG.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/2020/Quality%20policy.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/Politika%20diseminacije%2024_%2008_%202018%20ENG.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/cg/page.php?id=10&pageid=10


Montenegro 

Statistical Office 

 

 

No: 01-040/23-1132/1                 

Date: 27 March 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Criteria for defining  

‘OFFICIAL STATISTICS‘ and  

‘OTHER OFFICIAL STATISTICS PRODUCERS OF MONTENEGRO’ 

(Explanation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Podgorica, March 2023



Montenegro 

Statistical Office  

 

 

No: 01-040/23-1132/1                                  
 

Date: 27 March 2023 

Referring to application of Article 8 and Article 9 paragraph 1 items 2, 3, and 4 of the Law on 

Official Statistics and Official Statistical System (Official Gazette of Montenegro No 18/12 and 

47/19), and in line with the Eurostat's recommendations defined in the report on compliance with 

the European Statistics Code of Practice and role of national statistical institute, Statistical Office 

adopts the criteria for defining official statistics and other official statistics’ producers. 
 

EXPLANATION  
 

Normative framework for adopting the Criteria for Defining ‘official statistics’ and ‘other official 

statistics producers’ is:  

National: 

• The Law on Official Statistics and Official Statistical System (Official Gazette of 

Montenegro No 18/12 and 47/19) applying: 

o Official statistical principles (Article 6); 

o Organization of official statistics system (Chapter III); 

o Programme of Official Statistics (Article 21 and 22); 

o Statistical quality (Article 38). 

• Commitment of Confidence; 

• Quality Declaration of Montenegro Statistical System; 

• Quality Policy of Montenegro Statistical System; 

• Dissemination Policy; 

• Peer Review Report on compliance with the Code of Practice and the Coordination Role 

of National Statistical Institute (Eurostat’s recommendations), as it follows: 

o Recommendation 3.2.1 - Strengthen coordination within the national statistical 

system; 

▪ Recommendation 3.2.1.1 - Elaborate a clear definition of “official statistics” 

and criteria to qualify as ‘other official statistics producer’; 

▪ Recommendation 3.2.1.2 – Reinforce quality management of other official 

statistics producers;  

▪ Recommendation 3.2.1.3 – Improve visibility of other official statistics 

producers.  

International: 

• The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, Article 338; 

• Law on European Statistics Regulation No 223/2009; 

https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/o%20nama/2019/Zakon%20o%20zvanicnoj%20statistici%20i%20sistemu%20zvanicne%20statistike.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/o%20nama/2018/Commitment%20on%20confidence.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/2020/Quality%20Declaration%20-%20ENG.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/2020/Quality%20policy.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/KVALITET/Politika%20diseminacije%2024_%2008_%202018%20ENG.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/o%20nama/2019/Peer%20Review%20Report%20of%20Montenegro%202018.pdf
https://www.monstat.org/userfiles/file/o%20nama/2019/Peer%20Review%20Report%20of%20Montenegro%202018.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009R0223&from=EN
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• Article 17 of Regulation 2015/759 of the European Parliament and Council of 29 April 2015 

on amending Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on the European Statistics; 

• The European Statistics Code of Practice; 

• Definition of official statistics – criteria to define official statistics, to identify producers of 

official statistics and to monitor their compliance with the CoP/UN FPOS, EC-EUROSTAT, 

Directorate A: Cooperation in the European Statistical System; International cooperation; 

Resources Unit A-3: Statistical cooperation; 

• Guidance note concerning Other National Authorities - ONAs (Ref. Ares(2016)6448806 - 

16/11/2016);  

• List of National statistical institutes (NSI) and other national authorities), Eurostat;  

• Procedure to update the list of Other National Authorities, Eurostat; 

• Other national authorities – practical considerations) p. 3. 

The Law on Official Statistics and Official Statistical System stipulates the legal framework for 

production and dissemination of official statistics, as well as the framework for organization of 

official statistics of Montenegro. The European Statistics Code of Practice has been implemented 

in Article 6 of this Law in which the principles related to the production of official statistics are 

defined. 

Eurostat regularly assesses the alignment of official statistics producers with the official statistics 

principles (Peer Review). The assessment is based on the procedures of the European Statistical 

System and is intended for all EU member countries, as well as candidate countries and potential 

candidates.  

One of the recommendations in the Peer Review Report on Compliance with the Code of Practice 

and the Coordination Role of National Statistical Institute is that Statistical Office to elaborate a 

clear definition of ‘official statistics’ aimed at the alignment with the European definition of official 

statistics. 

The adoption of criteria for defining ‘official statistics’ implements the Eurostat’s recommendations 

by which the alignment with the European Statistics Code of Practice is confirmed. 

With the fulfilment of criteria for defining other official statistics producers, It enables interested 

institutions to be official statistics producers. 

 
 

 

D I R E C T O R 

 

 

                                                      

            Miroslav Pejovic 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015R0759&from=DE
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015R0759&from=DE
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/HR/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015R0759&from=DE
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/661dd8ef-7439-11e8-9483-01aa75ed71a1/language-hr/format-PDF
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/661dd8ef-7439-11e8-9483-01aa75ed71a1/language-hr/format-PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/Guidance-note-161116-ONAs_ESSC.pdf/eb127d43-2c7a-e202-59f3-649a639beb1d?t=1638524809136
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/20230221_List_other_national_statistical_authorities_LV+.pdf/837230ed-711f-93a5-7219-874d7ecb4832?t=1676985354258
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/20230221_List_other_national_statistical_authorities_LV+.pdf/837230ed-711f-93a5-7219-874d7ecb4832?t=1676985354258
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/20230221_List_other_national_statistical_authorities_LV+.pdf/837230ed-711f-93a5-7219-874d7ecb4832?t=1676985354258
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/2015+03+19_Procedure+to+update+List+of+ONAs.pdf/bad09be2-5805-8da1-89d1-3fe171c39bd8?t=1638524811904
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/13019146/13574152/ESSC_2014_21_EN_12_Other_National_Authorities.pdf/f7f456b1-8670-a578-7f57-e332c326b08b?t=1648713280420

